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to boast of in themselves by supplying them with a pedigree through 
which there runs a more than homoeopathically diluted drop of the blood 
of the Howards, or a fabulous infusion from the veins of Boadicea. Our 
democracy must learn to be content with its own humble manliness. 

No lover of a pseudo-aristocracy, no admirer of titles and rank, will 
get much comfort from Mr. Whitmore's beautifully printed pages. Even 
those whose minds, like that of little Beau Tibbs, " are blazoned over 
with a variety of glittering images, coronets, escutcheons, &c," will not 
find much adapted to the size and turn of their understandings. But he 
who would learn what Cassio calls " the quirks of blazoning pens " 
may gain sufficient knowledge of them here to enable him to interpret 
many of the commonest symbols and emblems of art, many of the lines 
of our elder poets, and many of the descriptions of the fairest wights 
in the chronicles of wasted time. 

The local antiquary will find matter of curious entertainment in 
Mr. Whitmore's section on Heraldry in America; and we trust that 
his remarks on the use of coats of arms in this country may lead to 
their rejection by those who have adopted them in defiance of propriety, 
tradition, and good sense. 



19. — The Literature of the Rebellion. A Catalogue of Boohs and 
Pamphlets relating to the Civil War in the United States, and on Sub- 
jects growing out of that Event, together with Works on American 
Slavery, and Essays from Reviews and Magazines on the same Sub- 
jects. Compiled by John Russell Bartlett. Boston : Draper 
and Halliday. 1866. 8vo. pp. 477. 

Mr. Bartlett has added in this volume to his already numerous 
claims on the gratitude of American bibliographers and students of 
American history. It is fortunate that a work requiring so much in- 
dustry, research, accuracy, and special skill was undertaken by one 
possessing these qualities in a high degree, and that it has been accom- 
plished before the lapse of time had added to its difficulty. Mr. Bart- 
lett's Catalogue contains six thousand and seventy-three entries, many of 
them titles of ephemeral publications which have already become of ex- 
treme rarity ; and it is not unlikely that of some of them the only 
trace hereafter to be found will be that which will exist in this list. 

The Catalogue, so far as relates to works on slavery, is less complete 
than in its other departments ; but Mr. Bartlett is undoubtedly correct 
in his belief that " it contains more titles on this subject than can be 
found elsewhere." We wish that he would continue and extend his 
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labors in this field, and prepare a separate catalogue of works on slavery 
in all languages, or at least of such as exist in English. 

The book, apart from its bibliographical value, serves to illustrate 
many of the conditions of our late civil war. Its pages present a brief 
abstract of the various forms in which public opinion found expression, 
and of the modes in which it was addressed. They contain the con- 
densed record of the thoughts of the nation ; and in the short titles may 
be read the story of the war, and the nature of the principles from 
which sprang the conflict of arms. The very first title on the Cata- 
logue is a summary of the whole, — Abbott, Austin. Popular Gov- 
ernment successful in a great Emergency. 



20. — War Poems. By Elbridge Jefferson Cutler. Boston: 
Little, Brown, & Co. 1867. 16mo. pp. 59. 

Mr. Cutler dedicates a beautifully printed and tastefully adorned 
little volume of poems inspired by the war to the memory of Briga- 
dier-General Charles R. Lowell, Colonel Powell T. Wyman, Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Wilder Dwight, and Major Fitzhugh Birney, his personal 
friends. A number of the thirteen original pieces, which, with two 
translations, compose the book, were first published in the Daily Ad- 
vertiser of Boston ; and " Reveille," the first in order, and the longest, 
was delivered at Cambridge, July 18, 1861, before the Alpha chap- 
ter of the Phi Beta Kappa Society. All possess the rare merits of 
simplicity in union with nobleness, and of compactness in union with 
perspicuity in both thought and expression; of rapidity which never 
degenerates into mere fluency ; and of accuracy in seeing, and steadi- 
ness in holding before the eye, things as they exist. Each is written 
with a specific purpose, which the poet, with an almost Grecian severity 
of taste, keeps constantly in view in the selection of thoughts, images, 
language, and rhythm. 

He does not, like many reputable writers of verse, loiter by the way 
to pick flowers of expression or to indulge in dull meditations; nor 
does he mask commonplace ideas with obscure phraseology or sonorous 
versification. He seems in spirit and purpose to follow the principles 
thus laid down by Wordsworth in the Preface to the second edition of 
"Lyrical Ballads": "The principal object proposed in these Poems 
was to choose incidents and situations from common life, and to relate or 
describe them in a selection of language really used by men, and at the 
same time to throw over them a certain coloring of imagination where- 
by ordinary things should be presented to the reader in an unusual 
aspect." 



